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Dear Member,‌
The IEK Weekly Newsletter offers a roundup of recent Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) events and
upcoming ones, activities by the various committees, and any upcoming developments that affect
Engineers and the Built Environment.‌ ‌
This newsletter is a roundup of activities in the 1ˢᵗ Week of February‌  ‌2026 (IEK/NL/175).‌

In this edition...‌
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IEK Editorial Board Pays a Courtesy Visit to East Africa‌ 

Spectre Limited.‌

T‌
industry–institution collaboration, gaining practical
insights into local manufacturing, and supporting the
production of Engineering in Kenya Magazine issue
twenty-five (25).The visit brought together
engineering professionals, industry leaders, and IEK‌  
Editorial Board‌  ‌in a forum that underscored the
critical role of engineering in Kenya’s industrial and
economic development.‌
The IEK delegation was led by its President, Eng.
Shammah Kiteme, alongside Honorary Secretary Eng.
Jacton Mwembe, Honorary Treasurer Eng. Jennifer
Korir, Editorial Board Chairman Eng. Prof.‌  ‌Alex
Muumbo, Editorial Board Secretary Eng. Dr. Caroline
Matara, Editorial Board Member, Eng. Evaline Langat,
and Publishing Officer, Leonard K. Kigen. The team
was hosted by East Africa Spectre Ltd’s Managing
Director, Dr. Ida Odinga, EGH who provided an in-
depth overview of the company’s operations, growth
trajectory, and contribution to Kenya’s industrial
manufacturing sector.‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya, paid a
courtesy visit to East Africa Spectre Ltd, an
engagement aimed at strengthening‌ ‌
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A key focus of the engagement was the
conceptualization and content development for the
25‌  edition of Engineering in Kenya Magazine, a
special issue themed “Celebrating Raila Odinga.”
The edition seeks to highlight Hon. Eng. Raila
Odinga’s enduring contributions to Kenya’s
engineering landscape, infrastructure
development, and national leadership. Notably, the
magazine will acknowledge his role as the principal
founder of East Africa Spectre Ltd, tracing the
company’s origins in engineering and industrial
manufacturing and its sustained contribution to
strengthening Kenya’s local industrial capacity.‌

th‌

In her address, Dr. Ida Odinga, EGH commended
IEK and its members for their commitment to
advancing engineering professionalism and
excellence in Kenya. She candidly highlighted
several challenges confronting East Africa Spectre
Ltd, particularly difficulties in importing essential
raw materials required for the manufacture of LPG
gas cylinders. According to Dr. Odinga, restrictions
on large-scale imports, especially of powder
coatings and other critical inputs, have significantly‌ 



IEK Editorial Board Pays a Courtesy Visit to East Africa‌ 

Spectre Limited.‌

constrained production capacity, limiting the
company’s ability to fully meet market demand.‌
Against this backdrop, Dr. Ida Odinga challenged local
engineers and engineering institutions to explore
opportunities for establishing indigenous
manufacturing enterprises. She emphasized that local
production of key industrial inputs would not only
reduce reliance on imports but also create
employment opportunities, enhance revenue
generation, and accelerate national industrial growth.‌
Dr. Odinga further underscored the importance of
stronger collaboration between engineering
professionals, academic institutions, and IEK. She
noted that bridging the gap between industry and
academia is essential in ensuring that graduates of
engineering and technical programs acquire practical,
hands-on experience alongside theoretical
knowledge, thereby better preparing them for the
realities of the workplace.‌
Addressing matters of regulation and safety, Dr.
Odinga called on engineering regulatory bodies to
strengthen enforcement of existing standards,
particularly in the construction sector. She stressed
that strict adherence to safety regulations is critical in
preventing tragedies such as building collapses,
which remain a pressing national concern. She also
highlighted growing road safety challenges, urging all
stakeholders to promote professionalism and safety
on Kenya’s roads.‌
The visit concluded with a guided tour of East Africa
Spectre Ltd’s facilities and deliberations on potential
areas of collaboration. Both IEK and the company
reaffirmed their shared commitment to advancing
engineering excellence, innovation, and industry–
institution partnerships in Kenya, expressing
optimism that such engagements will drive the
country toward greater industrial self-reliance.‌
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Engineers at the Centre of Kenya’s Transformative

Development Agenda.‌

F‌
emerged around infrastructure and transformative
development. This dialogue is firmly anchored in the
four visionary pillars presented by the President:‌
1. Investment in Our People‌
2. Making Kenya a Net Exporter‌
3. Upgrading our National Power Generation Capacity
from 3,200MW to 10,000MW‌
4. Strategic Investment in Transportation and
Logistics‌
We, as the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK),
recognize that these pillars are not just policy items
but the very blueprint for our nation's future. We have
analyzed this agenda and affirm that engineering
expertise is the fundamental catalyst required to turn
this vision into reality. Consequently, this ambitious
program presents an unprecedented era of
opportunity for the engineering profession. We
applaud the government for this bold and forward
looking plan, a vision so compelling that it has
sparked sustained discourse, often termed, “The Road‌

ellow Members, Since His Excellency the
President delivered the State of the Nation
Address, a powerful national conversation‌  ‌has‌
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to Singapore," symbolizing our collective aspiration
for rapid, engineered modernization.‌
To ensure engineers are at the forefront of this
national transformation, IEK is proactively and
strategically engaging with the government. Our
objective is to secure the strategic placement of
engineers to lead and spearhead these critical
development efforts.‌ ‌
However, national opportunity must meet
professional preparedness. As members of IEK, we
must now look inward and activate our own
capacities to fully seize the moment. We must be
ready to deliver with excellence, scale, and
integrity. To this end, we invite every member to
critically focus on the following areas:‌
1. Ensuring Full Regulatory Compliance: Guarantee
that your practices and firms meet all statutory
requirements, fostering trust and enabling
seamless qualification for major projects.‌
2. Strengthening Institutional Capacity &
Governance: Fortify your firms' project delivery
capabilities, financial management, and corporate
governance structures to handle larger, more‌ ‌
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complex contracts.‌
3. Formalizing Ventures: Actively register and
capacitate construction companies to directly
participate in the burgeoning construction
ecosystem, moving beyond consultancy into
implementation.‌
4. Fostering Collaboration: Pursue strategic Joint
Ventures and consortiums to pool technical
expertise, share risk, and increase our collective
capacity to bid for and deliver mega-projects.‌
IEK’s leadership is committed to advocating for you.
Our active engagements include seeking a high-level
audience with His Excellency President Dr. William
Ruto to directly champion the pivotal role and
interests of engineers in this national journey. The
adage holds true: "Opportunity meets
preparedness." Let us not be bystanders to history.
Let us prepare with urgency, unite in purpose, and
position ourselves to not only participate but to lead
Kenya on the much touted "Road to Singapore".‌
Sincerely,‌
Eng. Shammah Kiteme, President, IEK.‌
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1.   Growing up, was there a moment, experience, or
influence that first sparked your interest in engineering
or problem-solving?
Yes. I marvelled at seeing “things” become. Seeing
materials being put together to become something was so
satisfying to me. My father practised carpentry as a hobby
and I would watch and admire him as he joined pieces of
wood to make a stool. He had a complete tool set and
PPEs. At some point, he gave us roles as he constructed a
two-bedroom iron sheets family house. I learnt how to use
a tape measure to confirm excavations…my role. 
2.   What has been the most impactful project you’ve
worked on, and what made it significant to you?
A boreholes rehabilitation and solarization project in
Laikipia East. The smallest and the most satisfying project I
have handled. Through an initiative of the National Steering
Committee on Drought Response (NSCDR) I was part of
the team that rehabilitated and solarized community
boreholes in Laikipia East. Feeling the communities’
struggle to access clean water during feasibility study and
sharing in the joy of restored hope at the launch was so
satisfying. The impact went beyond water as I connected
with and mentored students encouraging them to pursue
education with all they have. We have kept in touch to date.
Engineering is about changing lives for the better. 
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The Engineers’ Corner

       Eng. Jane Mwangi- Civil Engineer

3.   What was the biggest surprise you encountered in
your early years as a young engineer entering the
workforce?
That there was still too much to learn, actually, more than
there was to earn with the lecture room theory and the
scanty skills I had gathered during my industrial
attachment.
4.   What key technical or personal skills have you
developed along your engineering journey that you
found out are crucial?
Managerial and management skills. I delight in
successful living and excellent delivery of mandates, and I
think for every engineer who aspires to achieve more, a
good blend of managerial and management skills is
crucial. 
5.   Growing up, who was a person you admired (not
necessarily an engineer), and why did they matter to
you?
My dad. With no formal training or certification, he was
and still is skilled in several artisan crafts. His toolbox
with planner, plumb bob level, tape measure, set square,
hammers, hard hat, etc made me believe he was an
“engineer” despite being a security guard at PEIL
company. My first pocket tape measure was sneaked
from this toolbox. 
6.    Would you rather start site visits early in the
morning or wrap up late in the evening?
Early morning but depends on the nature of the site. 
7.    If you were to choose between redesigning a busy
junction or managing a complex site meeting, which one
would you go for? 
Managing a complex site meeting, then later redesign the
junction...haha.
8.    Is it better to have plans drawn perfectly, or adapt
them on site as needed?
Either has its own pros and cons depending on a specific
project’s dynamics. 
9.   Did you prefer studying solo or joining group
discussions back in campus?
Studying solo in a quiet place. I absorb more in solitude. 



10.   Is there a quote or philosophy that guides your
decisions or comforts you in times of stress?
It is well, it shall be well.
 11.   If you had a superpower to make your work easier
(or life more fun), what would it be?
Teleporting.
12 .  Imagine you had no budget limits, no red tape, just
your imagination and a skilled team. What’s the dream
project you’d bring to life to transform how people live,
work or connect in Kenya?
A world-class high-speed rail transport connecting the five
Kenyan cities and three regional gates.
13.   If you had to teach a one-hour class on any topic
other than engineering, what would it be about?
Academic research and writing 
14.   If you could instantly learn a new skill (non-
engineering), what would it be?
Herbalism
15.  If one day you were asked to summarize your
engineering journey in one word or phrase, what would it
be?
It’s a lifelong learning adventure
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The Engineers’ Corner

Eng. Jane Mwangi- Civil Engineer.‌
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IMPORTANT UPDATES‌

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS‌

https://go.iekenya.org/pM3UX
https://go.iekenya.org/pM3UX
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR‌

BENEVOLENT FUND‌

The IEK invites new members to join the Benevolent Fund Scheme (BFS) for the 2024/25 period. By
enrolling, you contribute to our community's dedication to mutual care and resilience‌
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9jcQD8f540GK6etqz5Pm3kEjXT4XBUJPlyEY3ML74P5UMDJLN0FWNjJQNUxXUkg4Rks4VUZKM1k3WS4u
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SjJlODcKeHoIoK9jJoE0mnEGH8AkMMPT
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzJEpy3rI3C0pra8mINZ-bpXaj2rXSRBWkbX8VgyEu4hej9Q/viewform
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuBpD_mr6Ju88Gi8cC6CuZOy6Ekpv9UIxuyM9Fjtm4C_oD4w/viewform
http://www.redcross.or.ke/
https://t.me/KenyaRedCrossBot
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RENEWAL OF‌

MHANDISI‌ ‌

MEDICARE SCHEME‌

FUND‌

NEW MEMBERSHIP

PORTAL‌

We extend an invitation for you to renew your
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌
The Medicare Registration Form can be accessed
here‌.‌ ‌

Please be advised that existing members should
anticipate receiving a detailed SMS with pertinent
information from AAR.‌ ‌

Your prompt attention to the renewal process
ensures uninterrupted access to the
comprehensive healthcare benefits provided by
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌

Thank you for your continued trust and
participation in our healthcare program‌

The new integrated IEK membership
management system offers convenience,
accessibility, and improved services for you our
valued members. ‌Members are encouraged to‌
update their details by clicking ‌here‌ to activate‌
their portals and access services on the go.‌ ‌

By activating your portal, you can among others
access:‌

Digital membership ‌application‌
Streamlined events registration‌ ‌
Instant receipts and invoices‌
Streamlined CPD tracking‌

Kindly take note that we are no longer
accepting manual appl‌ications as we are 100%‌
paperless.‌

https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
http://members.iekenya.org/
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At IEK, we deeply appreciate the invaluable contributions of our members throughout their careers. To
honor their transition into retirement, we have developed a special fee remission structure specifically for
retired engineers.‌ ‌
Click ‌here‌ to view the policy and application form.‌

IEK RETIRED ENGINEERS’ FEE REMISSION

POLICY‌

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
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ENGINEERING IN

KENYA MAGAZINE‌

The 24th issue of the Engineering in Kenya Magazine is
out. The theme for this Edition is ‌"Petroleum
Engineering"‌.‌ ‌

Click ‌here to get your copy.‌

We would like to thank our members for their continued support and commitment to the Institution.
Remember you can renew your annual subscription by making your payment today through:‌

Mpesa pay bill number 976295 Account number- Your Invoice Number.‌
By cheque in favor of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (Personal cheques not acceptable). ‌We are‌
always happy to assist!‌

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION‌

Don't be left out!‌
Get your IEK branded merchandise delivered to you by
making your payment to MPESA ‌Pay Bill number:
976295‌ ‌
Account number: Merch‌   ‌
Hoodie: ‌Ksh 2500‌
T-shirts: ‌Ksh 1500
Caps: ‌Ksh 1000‌

IEK MERCHANDISE‌

https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://www.iekenya.org/sites/default/files/iek-documents/2025-11/Issue%2024%20_Petroleum%20Engineering.pdf
https://www.iekenya.org/sites/default/files/iek-documents/2025-11/Issue%2024%20_Petroleum%20Engineering.pdf


CONTACT US‌
(+254) 202 729 326, 0721 729 363‌ iek@iekenya.org‌

Top Plaza, Kindaruma Road‌  ‌

IEK Benevolent Fund Registration | ‌Register‌

Mhandisi Medicare Fund | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Membership | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Nominee Update | ‌Click Here‌

Yours faithfully,‌ ‌

Eng. Jacton Mwembe, PE, MIEK‌

Honorary Secretary‌

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya‌
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