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Dear Member,‌
The IEK Weekly Newsletter offers a roundup of recent Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) events and
upcoming ones, activities by the various committees, and any upcoming developments that affect
Engineers and the Built Environment.‌ ‌
This newsletter is a roundup of activities in the 1st Week of November 2025 (IEK/NL/0163).‌

In this edition...‌
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T‌
Resort in Nakuru County.‌ ‌
The intensive programme brought together
professionals from various sectors to explore best
practices in structuring, financing, and managing
PPP projects in Kenya.‌
The training was officially opened by Eng. Kefa Seda,
Director General of the Public-Private Partnerships
Directorate at the National Treasury and Economic
Planning, who underscored the importance of strong
collaboration between the public and private sectors
in advancing Kenya’s infrastructure development
agenda.‌

Sessions were led by Eng.‌ Dr. John Mativo and‌  
Mary Waihenga Chege, who served as lead
facilitators. They guided participants through
practical frameworks and case studies on effective
PPP implementation, offering valuable insights into
legal, financial, and technical aspects of PPPs, with
a focus on sustainable infrastructure delivery.‌
Through such initiatives, ‌IEK continues to champion
professional development by offering targeted
training programmes that build capacity, promote
innovation, and strengthen the engineering
community’s contribution to national development‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK)
successfully hosted a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) Training at Lake Naivasha‌ ‌
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T‌
Representing the IEK President, Eng. Shammah
Kiteme, FIEK, the Institution’s Hon. Secretary Eng.
Jacton Mwembe attended the ceremony on behalf of
IEK. His presence highlighted the Institution’s
commitment to building stronger partnerships
between engineering education and industry practice.‌

IEK continues to champion academia–industry
linkages as a cornerstone for producing competent,
industry-ready engineers. Through active
engagement in university events, mentorship
programs, and professional development initiatives,
the Institution supports universities in aligning -‌

engineering curricula with emerging industry
needs.‌

IEK congratulates the engineering graduating class
of 2025 and invites them to join the Institution as
members, becoming part of Kenya’s growing
community of engineers driving national
development through excellence, integrity, and
professionalism.‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) was
honoured to take part in the 2025 graduation
ceremony of Multimedia University of Kenya,‌
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T‌
during the 2nd Construction Excellence Awards (CEA)
Gala Dinner. At the event, IEK was represented by
Eng. Maureen Auka.‌

The event brought together key stakeholders in the
construction ecosystem, including policymakers,
contractors, engineers, and architects, to celebrate
innovation, professionalism, and excellence within
the sector. Speaking on behalf of the Institution, Eng.
Auka commended the NCA for this initiative that
recognizes the men and women whose work builds
the foundation of the nation.‌

Eng. Auka emphasized IEK’s commitment to
working collaboratively with the NCA, government
ministries, academia, and private sector partners
to promote sustainable construction practices and
uphold the highest professional standards. S‌he
also encouraged the construction community to
remain steadfast in‌ accountability, compliance, and
adherence to the National Building Code 2024 for
quality infrastructure development.‌
Eng. Auka extended a warm invitation to industry
players to attend the upcoming 32nd IEK
Convention, scheduled for November 25th–28th,
2025 at Pride Inn Paradise, Mombasa where
discussions on excellence and innovation in Kenya’s
engineering and construction sectors will continue.‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK)
joined the National Construction Authority
(NCA) in celebrating industry excellence -‌
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Eng. Hannington Raburu Juma



T‌
Board (KRB), following an internal memo issued on
29th October 2025 announcing the end of term of CPA
Rashid Mohamed, MBS, and the appointment of Eng.
Isaac Maina as Acting Director General. Barely a day
later, further changes were announced that appeared
to reverse this appointment developments that have
caused significant unease within the engineering
fraternity.‌
IEK, as the learned society representing engineers
across the country, has urged all parties involved to
ensure that leadership transitions within such critical
public institutions are handled with transparency,‌ 

professionalism, and adhere‌n‌ce to due process.‌ ‌
The Institution further expressed unease over the
2019 amendment to the KRB Act, which removed
the requirement for the Director General to be a
Civil Engineer. According to IEK, this change‌  
coupled with the recent developments signals a
worrying trend that could weaken professional
leadership and compromise the Board’s technical
oversight.‌
“Having no engineer at the helm or within the
Board undermines the strategic function of KRB,”
IEK added. “We urge the Cabinet Secretary for
Roads and Transport to address this gap
immediately to restore confidence and stability.”‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) has
voiced serious concern over recent
management changes at the Kenya Roads -‌
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T‌
safety in Kenya. The statement comes amid rising
concern over increasing road fatalities, with the
National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA)
reporting over 2,933 deaths by August 2025 alone.‌
According to IEK, poor vehicle conditions, structural
weaknesses, and weak enforcement of standards are
among the leading causes of accidents. The
Institution noted that mechanical failures and unsafe
vehicle designs account for nearly 10% of annual road
deaths, with an estimated economic cost exceeding
KSh 300 billion each year.‌

Vehicle Condition and Safety Standards‌
IEK highlighted the crucial role of vehicle integrity in
reducing crashes, citing recurring cases of worn-out
tyres, faulty brakes, and compromised structures in
public service vehicles (PSVs). Incidents such as the
August 2024 Nakuru bus accident that claimed 18
lives, and the August 2025 Kisumu school bus
tragedy‌

that left over 20 dead, have drawn attentio‌n‌ to the
dangers posed by structurally weakened buses —‌
many of which were built before Kenya enforced
modern safety standards.‌

IEK’s Recommendations‌
To improve passenger safety and curb road
carnage, IEK recommends:‌

Regular in-service inspections to ensure
vehicles meet safety standards.‌
Updating standards to reflect international best
practices.‌
Promoting dedicated bus chassis over truck
adaptations for greater stability.‌
Introducing crashworthiness testing and
revalidation certification for PSVs.‌
Establishing digitized data-sharing systems
among NTSA, KEBS, and KENAS for efficient
monitoring.‌
Raising public awareness on the benefits of
compliant and roadworthy vehicles.‌

he Institution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK) has
issued a strong call for urgent action to
enhance the safety of buses and improve road‌
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1.    Reflecting on your early career, what was one pivotal
moment that solidified your passion for engineering?
The turning point came during my first attachment at the
Kisumu Airport Rehabilitation Project with the Netherlands
Airport Consultants. It exposed me to the scale of civil
engineering and the importance of quality management.
Monitoring works and reviewing procedures showed me
how every decision impacts safety and performance. That
experience revealed the responsibility engineering carries
and cemented my passion for excellence in the field.
2.    Did you have a dream career as a child, or did
engineering surprise you along the way?
As a child, I dreamed of becoming a doctor to help people
and make an impact. However, the high tuition fees and my
discomfort with blood made me reconsider. That moment
led me to engineering a surprising but perfect fit that let
me pursue problem-solving and meaningful work without
those challenges. Looking back, I believe engineering
found me, and I’ve never looked back.
3.    What was your first real job or internship, and what
did it teach you about working in engineering?
My first real job was as a laboratory technician, conducting
material tests for concrete, soils, and aggregates. It taught
me the importance of accuracy, consistency, and
adherence to standards, as even small oversights could
lead to major issues. I developed a deep respect for data-
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The Engineers’ Corner
Eng. Robert Otieno Ogallo  -  Managing Director, 

Noitech Enginering Ltd. 

 driven decision-making, and that experience laid the
foundation for my commitment to quality
management throughout my career.
4.    What inspired you to specialize in geotechnical
and foundation engineering?
My interest in geotechnical engineering began in high
school while living in Nyahera village, where I was
fascinated by lab equipment behind my grandfather’s
posho mill and often helped technicians with basic
tests. Later, I volunteered with engineers from Itec and
Mece Consulting on road design fieldwork, which
deepened my interest. In university, I joined bridge
investigations that sharpened my field skills. This
journey led me to Lilac Engineering, where Eng.
Howard M’Mayi entrusted me to coordinate major
geotechnical investigations, including the Kenya–
Ethiopia transmission line and complex building
projects. These experiences confirmed my passion
and set the foundation for my specialization in
geotechnical engineering.
5.    Were there any pivotal challenges or setbacks
early in your career that shaped the way you
approach engineering today?
In the past, engineering was seen as a solitary role,
with little knowledge sharing or mentorship. Young
engineers often learned through trial and error, and
mistakes led to blame rather than growth. Limited
technology also hindered efficiency and collaboration.
Today, with e-learning and modern tools, knowledge is
more accessible than ever. These early challenges
shaped my focus on open communication,
mentorship, and technology use to foster continuous
learning, prevent issues, and build stronger, more
resilient teams.
6.    What personal qualities do you think have
contributed most to your professional growth?



Several personal qualities have driven my professional
growth. Strong ethics have guided me to uphold
integrity and accountability, while respect for mentors
has helped me learn from their experience. I’m always
eager to learn and grow holistically, aiming to become
an all-round engineer who contributes across all
project aspects. These traits have supported my
continuous technical and professional development.   
7.    In your opinion, what are the biggest challenges
facing geotechnical and foundation engineers in
Kenya today?
Many construction projects in Kenya face challenges
from inadequate geotechnical investigations due to
budget limits, tight timelines, and weak regulation
enforcement. Developers often prioritize low costs
over proper studies, treating investigations as
formalities rather than essential design tools.
Inconsistent regulation and unqualified individuals
posing as engineers further compromise safety, with
some even buying professional stamps for fake
reports. To address this, the reactivated Kenya
Geotechnical Society where I serve as Secretary is
working to strengthen policies, uphold professional
standards, and advance knowledge in the sector.
8.    Looking back at your career, what achievements
are you most proud of, and why?
I’ve had the privilege of mentoring many engineers,
technologists, and technicians, helping them grow
professionally an experience that reinforces my belief
in knowledge sharing and leadership development.
Through the Noitech Engineering Foundation, I’ve also
made a tangible impact by building 21 semi-
permanent houses for underprivileged families and
sponsoring students to pursue secondary and
engineering education one of my proudest
contributions to society.
9.    What do you think is the most important lesson
you try to pass on to those you mentor?
While technical skills are vital, I believe we are first  
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 human beings respect and dignity must guide our
work. Ethics is crucial in engineering, as our decisions
affect lives and communities. I encourage mentees to
stay curious, adaptable, and committed to ethical
responsibility, as true success comes from combining
technical excellence with strong moral values.
10.    If you could design a dream engineering project
just for fun, what would it be?
I would design an efficient, integrated transport
system for Nairobi and its environs, featuring high-
speed trains and smart traffic management to cut
congestion and commute times. I’d also implement
advanced waste management for cleaner, healthier
living. The goal: a model urban area balancing
technology, sustainability, and quality of life.
11.    How do you usually recharge or reset after a
long day of work?
I enjoy chatting with my kids about their day, listening
to my wife's endless stories, and getting daily hugs
they make me happy. When I’m alone, I play loud
music in the car after site meetings or unwind with a
game of FIFA.
12.    Can you recall a moment of laughter or light-
heartedness at work that still makes you smile?
Once, I was unexpectedly sent to meet an important
client while not well-groomed. With no time to
prepare, I quickly bought new clothes on the way. It
was stressful, but the client appreciated my effort it
taught me always to stay ready for surprises at work!
13.   If you could instantly learn a new skill (non-
engineering), what would it be?
I’d choose to be a lawyer to skillfully apply facts and
argue cases based on the constitution..
14.    If one day you were asked to summarize your
engineering journey in one word/phrase, what would
it be?
“Engineering with Integrity and Relentless Problem-
Solving” 

The Engineers’ Corner
Eng. Robert Otieno Ogallo  -  Managing Director, 

Noitech Enginering Ltd. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS‌

MASTERING PROJECT

MANAGEMENT

WEBINAR

Date:‌ 10‌  November 2025‌th‌

Charges:‌ ‌
IEK Members – KES 1500‌
Non-members – KES 2000‌

Departure point: ‌Outside Convention Centre/Pride
Inn‌
CPD Points:‌ 4‌

INDUSTRIAL VISITS

SCHEDULE

https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMzAx
https://go.iekenya.org/Srg1v


CLICK HERE TO‌ ‌

REGISTER‌

CLICK HERE TO‌ ‌

REGISTER‌

7TH NOVEMBER 2025‌11TH NOVEMBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌
WEEK 1 | NOVEMBER 2025‌

IEK WEEKLY NEWSLETTER‌15‌

UPCOMING EVENTS‌

SPECIAL GENERAL

MEETING (SGM)

Date:‌ Friday, 7th November 2025‌
Time: ‌2:00‌ PM‌
Venue:‌ All Saints Cathedral‌
Charges:‌ Free‌

Date:‌ 11‌  November 2025‌th‌

Time: ‌4:00 PM - 6:00 PM‌

BENEVOLENT FUND (LAST

EXPENSE SCHEME)

https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMzAw
https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMzA0


CLICK HERE TO‌ ‌

REGISTER‌
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UPCOMING EVENTS‌

PROJECT

MANAGEMENT

PROFESSIONAL

(PMP®) TRAINING

32‌  IEK

CONVENTION

COCKTAIL‌

N D ‌

Date:‌ 1‌  December to 5‌  December 2025‌st‌ th‌

Charges:‌ ‌
IEK Members – KES 32,000‌
Non-members – KES 35,000‌

Date:‌ 26‌  November 2025‌th‌

Time : 6PM EAT‌
Dresscode : All White‌

26TH NOVEMBER 2025‌

https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMjYx
https://book.iek.events/events/RVYtMjMtMDAwMjc4
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DEADLINE- 7‌  NOVEMBER, 2025‌
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CALL FOR

VOLUNTEERS-TEAM

BUILDING

FACILITATORS‌

IEK GALA DINNER

AND AWARDS

CEREMONY

Date: Thursday, ‌27th November 2025‌ ‌
Time‌: ‌6:‌00 PM‌
Dresscode:‌ African‌

Deadline of Registration: 7‌  November 2025‌th‌

27TH OCTOBER 2025‌
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BENEVOLENT FUND‌

The IEK invites new members to join the Benevolent Fund Scheme (BFS) for the 2024/25 period. By
enrolling, you contribute to our community's dedication to mutual care and resilience‌
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RENEWAL OF‌

MHANDISI‌ ‌

MEDICARE SCHEME‌

FUND‌

NEW MEMBERSHIP

PORTAL‌

We extend an invitation for you to renew your
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌
The Medicare Registration Form can be accessed
here‌.‌ ‌

Please be advised that existing members should
anticipate receiving a detailed SMS with pertinent
information from AAR.‌ ‌

Your prompt attention to the renewal process
ensures uninterrupted access to the
comprehensive healthcare benefits provided by
Mhandisi Medicare Scheme Fund.‌ ‌

Thank you for your continued trust and
participation in our healthcare program‌

The new integrated IEK membership
management system offers convenience,
accessibility, and improved services for you our
valued members. ‌Members are encouraged to‌
update their details by clicking ‌here‌ to activate‌
their portals and access services on the go.‌ ‌

By activating your portal, you can among others
access:‌

Digital membership ‌application‌
Streamlined events registration‌ ‌
Instant receipts and invoices‌
Streamlined CPD tracking‌

Kindly take note that we are no longer
accepting manual appl‌ications as we are 100%‌
paperless.‌

https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
https://forms.gle/PuNSGzcHMFjxVqHR9
http://members.iekenya.org/
http://members.iekenya.org/
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At IEK, we deeply appreciate the invaluable contributions of our members throughout their careers. To
honor their transition into retirement, we have developed a special fee remission structure specifically for
retired engineers.‌ ‌
Click ‌here‌ to view the policy and application form.‌

IEK RETIRED ENGINEERS’ FEE REMISSION

POLICY‌

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7hGxE9ZUWaFvrUSn2H6kyb_IX9DX_F6/view?usp=sharing
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ENGINEERING IN

KENYA MAGAZINE‌

The 23rd issue of the Engineering in Kenya Magazine is
out. The theme for this Edition is ‌"Food Engineering"‌.‌ ‌

Click ‌here to get your copy.‌

We would like to thank our members for their continued support and commitment to the Institution.
Remember you can renew your annual subscription by making your payment today through:‌

Mpesa pay bill number 976295 Account number- Your Invoice Number.‌
By cheque in favor of the Institution of Engineers of Kenya (Personal cheques not acceptable). ‌We are‌
always happy to assist!‌

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION‌

Don't be left out!‌
Get your IEK branded merchandise delivered to you by
making your payment to MPESA ‌Pay Bill number:
976295‌ ‌
Account number: Merch‌   ‌
Hoodie: ‌Ksh 2500‌
T-shirts: ‌Ksh 1500
Caps: ‌Ksh 1000‌

IEK MERCHANDISE‌

https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://iekenya.org/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20Magazine/Engineering%20in%20Kenya%20-%20Issue%2019%20Print%20Version.pdf
https://t.co/BrZEpsOtFY
https://t.co/BrZEpsOtFY


CONTACT US‌

(+254) 202 729 326, 0721 729 363‌ iek@iekenya.org‌

Top Plaza, Kindaruma Road‌  ‌

IEK Benevolent Fund Registration | ‌Register‌

Mhandisi Medicare Fund | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Membership | ‌Apply‌

Mhandisi Sacco Nominee Update | ‌Click Here‌

Yours faithfully,‌ ‌

Eng. Jacton Mwembe, PE, MIEK

Honorary Secretary‌

The Institution of Engineers of Kenya‌
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